
Participant’s number: ………... 

OAJ, 22. ročník, celoštátne kolo 2011/2012, kategória 2B 

G R A M M A R  

Fill each of the numbered blanks in the text with ONE suitable word. 

SEASONAL AFFECTIVE DISORDER 

Seasonal affective disorder, or SAD, is a type (0).......of....... depression that follows the seasons, 

with most SAD sufferers experiencing symptoms during winter months. These symptoms 

include disturbed sleep and difficulty (1)................................. awake during the day. For many 

people, SAD is a mild condition which (2)................................. some discomfort, but no severe 

suffering. This form of SAD is sometimes referred to (3)................................. ‘the winter blues’. 

For others, it is a serious illness, which might prevent them (4)................................. living a 

normal life. SAD is clearly a response to the shortening of daylight hours and the lack of sunlight 

in winter. It is mainly found (5)................................. people living in high latitudes. 

(6)................................., it is rare in those living within 30 degrees of the Equator, where daylight 

hours are long and constant. The relationship (7)................................. reduced daylight and SAD 

is not clearly understood. It is thought that it affects the brain’s production of hormones serotonin 

and melatonin, but precisely   (8)................................. depression is triggered by a fall in the 

production of these hormones is an area for further research. The most common treatment for 

SAD is light therapy in which sufferers are (9)................................. to a very bright light, of at 

least ten times the intensity of ordinary domestic lightning, for (10)................................. to four 

hours per day.  

.......... /10 pts 

Complete the dialogue with the correct prepositions. 

Josh: I’m really fed up ……………. my job. I’ve been doing the same thing at Triple Business 

for eleven years, and I’m tired ……………. the same routine. 

Grace: But I thought you were keen ……………. your job. You’ve always seemed so 

enthusiastic ……………. it. 

Josh: Well, I used to be very impressed with the managers. But now they seem indifferent 

……………. how the staff feel. 

.......... /5 pts 

Total.......... /15 pts 



Participant’s number: ………... 

OAJ, 22. ročník, celoštátne kolo 2011/2012, kategória 2B 
V O C A B U L A R Y  

Choose the most suitable word or phrase (A, B, C or D), to explain the meaning of the 
underlined idioms. Circle the corresponding letter.  
 
1.  Considering the whole situation, I will have to give him a talking-to. 

A. some lessons B. a strict reproach  C. a microphone D. a compliment 

2.  She could not make heads or tails of what he was trying to explain to her. 

     A. hear  B. agree with   C. make sense of D. respond to  

3.  I couldn’t get a word in edgeways with him. 

A. convince him    B. be angry with him because I liked him  

C. say something that he would agree with D. say anything because he talked all the time  

4.   We were talking at cross-purposes.    

     A. about two different things   B. with the same intention     

     C. angrily to each other    D. about different conclusions 

Complete the article below by putting the WORD at the end of each line into the correct 
form in the gap in that line.  

THE OZONE LAYER 
Ozone is very damaging at ground level, but in the atmosphere it is absolutely 

critical for maintaining life on earth. The ozone layer is here to   
(5) …………………………………the world and protect us from the sun’s rays. 

Recent evidence has shown that the ozone layer has been depleted by 

CIRCLE 

(6) …………………………………– particularly chloro-fluorocarbons. POLLUTE 
CFC’s are used extensively in aerosol cans but also in the fast food industry 

in the (7) …………………………………foam used to package food. It is an INSULATION  
extraordinary thought that something as (8) ………………………………… SEEM 
harmless as a hairspray or a hamburger carton can pose such a threat to our 

environment. CFC’s float (9) …………………………………and remain in the  UP 
atmosphere for decades, gradually eating away at the ozone layer. Scientists 

have recently discovered a huge hole in ozone concentrations above the Arctic 

ice-cap, and levels (10) …………………………………have dropped by up to ELSE 
40 per cent.  

 
Total  ........ / 10 pts 



Participant’s number: ………... 

OAJ, 22. ročník, celoštátne kolo 2011/2012, kategória 2B 
 

R E A D I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  

Read the interview carefully. There are three tasks to do on the next page. 

120 seconds with … 

Yadvinder Malhi 
Professor of Ecosystem Science at the School of Geography 

Broadly, you research the dynamic interaction of forests and climate … 

Yes. My research focuses on interactions between tropical ecosystems and the global 
atmosphere, with a focus on their role in global carbon, energy and water cycles, and in 
understanding how natural ecosystems may be shifting in response to global atmospheric change. 
A new focus is on the role that the potential payment for the carbon value of tropical forests (in 
the context of mitigating climate change) can play in protecting those forests. 

How are natural ecosystems shifting in the face of climate change? 

A major part of my research has been the meticulous monitoring of specific tropical forest study 
sites, initially in Amazonia, and more recently in the Andes, Africa and Borneo. Everywhere we 
look, we see evidence that these forests are changing. On the positive side, the forests appear to 
be increasing in biomass and absorbing carbon – the rate of climate change would be about 20% 
faster if they weren’t – but the dynamics, composition and ecology of these forests all appear to 
be shifting as the tropics get warmer, and we don’t know how that will impact in the longer term. 

What other questions interest you? 

One big question is whether there is “tipping point” – if rainforests warm or dry sufficiently, will 
they stop acting as brakes on climate change and become accelerators as they begin to retreat and 
soils begin to release carbon? In 2010, the Amazon rainforest saw its third major (“once-a-
century”) drought in 15 years, so this is a real threat. We have been exploring these questions 
using a number of approaches, including artificial drought studies and moving soils and plant 
material up and down the Andes to explore the effects of temperature. We feed the results into 
improving the models that underlie climate change predictions. 

What questions do you most want to answer over the next five years? 

Many tropical forests are literally disappearing before our eyes as they are chopped down for 
cattle ranches or soy bean farms. There’s now global realisation that this cannot continue 
unabated. Can we slow it down and yet still encourage development in tropical forest nations? 
I’m involved in a number of projects trying to practically answer that question. The next 5 to10 
years will be crucial. 

(continued on the next page) 



Participant’s number: ………... 

OAJ, 22. ročník, celoštátne kolo 2011/2012, kategória 2B 

R E A D I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  (continued) 
How important are trees to efforts to mitigate climate change? 

Trees can be part of the solution to tackling climate change – though a far bigger part has to be 
finding low-carbon ways to power our societies. As individuals we can buy timber from 
sustainable sources, keep the pressure on our leaders to take climate change seriously and raise 
the next generation to be aware of how precious our planet is. 

 
Based on what you have read in the article, decide whether the statements below are true (T) or 
false (F). Circle one of the two letters.  Be careful, sentences do not follow in the same order as the 
information in the article. 
 
T  /  F  1. One of the major reasons for the reduction of tropical rainforests is the build up of 

large animal and plant farms. 

T  /  F  2. The relationship between ecosystems and the atmosphere is Malhi’s secondary area 
of research. 

T  /  F  3. Malhi thinks that the forests might start releasing carbon instead of absorbing it. 

T  /  F  4. Analysing the influence of temperature on soils and plant samples in the Andes was 
part of research.  

T  /  F  5. There is sufficient scientific evidence at the moment to prove that rainforests serve as 
brakes on climate change. 

T  /  F  6. Using wood for building from sources other than forests is the only way to combat 
the problem of tropical forest depletion. 

Decide which of the options (a, b, c or d) is the closest in meaning to the word in bold as it is 
used in the text.  
7.    mitigate                 
       a) make something faster   b) move something to a higher level    

       c) make something less harmful   d) make something the centre of attention 

8.    meticulous                     

       a) long-lasting b) careful about details   c) very important    d) frequent 

9.    underlie                        

       a) be the real cause          b) emphasize     c) define            d) make realistic 

Find the noun in the text that means ‘the possibility that something bad could happen.’ 

10.   ……………………………………………………………… 

Total  ........ / 10 pts 



Participant’s number: ………... 

OAJ, 22. ročník, celoštátne kolo 2011/2012, kategória 2B 
 

L I S T E N I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  

You will hear two friends, Helen and Tony, discussing various aspects of modern 
technology in everyday life.  

For questions 1-5, decide whether the statements are the opinion of Tony (T), Helen (H) or 
both the speakers (B).  

You will hear the recording twice. 

 

Whose opinion? 

_______1. Being contactable all the time is not necessarily a good idea. 

_______2. E-mails encourage laziness of thought. 

_______3. Popular music isn’t as good as it used to be because of technology. 

_______4. Watching sport on TV has been made more interesting by modern technology. 

_______5. Some innovations of modern technology will disappear in the future. 

 

 

Total ………../5 pts 
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